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SUBJECT: 


| During a conversation on Jamiary 25, 1960 Robert Walmsley, the Assistant Head | 
of the Foreign Office Arabian Depariment, remarked that relations between the states 
of Qatar and Abu Dhabi are currently "worse than usual," The latest subject of 


contention between the two is a little isleod arca noxtheast, of Khor al Udeid, which 


Walmsley indicated on a hydrographic chart , called "Lea-Hat." On the U.S. Geological 


Survey 1959 map of this section of Arabia, (Miscellaneous Geologic Investigations 
Map 1°209B) the area is shown as two tiny islands name& Al Ashat. 


‘Walmsley said Halul island, another area disputed between Qatar and Abu Dhabi ) 
was @ continuing cause of bad feeling between them. The quarrel took the form that 
whenever someone from one state landed on Halul the Government of the other, if it 
learned of the landing, protested, Perhaps this would now be the case also with 
Las Hat although the area for landings seemed so tiny that perhaps they would seldom 
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supsect: Foreign Office Official's comments on Trucial States Council and 
HMG*s Court Jurisdiction in Abu Dhabi 


The reporting officer asked Mr, Robert Walmsley, Assistant Head 


of the Foreign Office Arabian Department, on March 22 about the situa~ 
tion with respect to the Trucial States Council, 


RR 
Wersimay adisnu luauinasog sjyup 


Walmsley said the Council has not met for some time, but the reason 
that the Political Agent for the Trucial States has not convened it is 
because the Ruler of Abu Dhabi, Shaikh Shakhbut, has been "sulking" in 
Buraimi for a long time and would probably refuse to attend. The reasons 
for Shakhbut's behavior are that he wishes the British Government to: 


1) Surrender court jurisdiction in his state 

2) stand up for his claims against Qatar for a stretch of coast 
extending up to Umm Said and for certain islands off the 
coast of the Qatar peninsula. (Embassy's Despatch 2480 of 
January 26,1960) ; 


O9%2 -£/90°498L 


Except for the Ruler of Abu Dhabi's attitude there is no reason why 
the Council should not met, 


Walmsley thought the question of HMG'gs jurisdiction in Abu Dhabi may 
become acute. There are numerous factors -to be considered, The UK is. 
prepared to relinquish jurisdiction by stages if Abu Dhabi, like Kuwait ; 
makes progress toward modernizing its legal system and takes certain 
other actions such as constructing a modern prison. Walmsley said that the 
field (i.e. the Political Agent or the Residency or both) has commented 
that the only hope of the Ruler's accepting half way relinquishment of 
jurisdiction by HMG is -if HMG will at the seme time agree to | 
jurisdiction in’future, The "situation now is that the Fore jgeieath 

' Seeking a "form of words" which might satisfy the Ruler bat aieta aa 
HMG's position on: jurisdiction was not abandoned, : 
= { oan cy 
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| In Walmsley's opinion the problem is not hopeless because the Political 
Agent is convinced that while Shaikh Shakhbut may be eccentric, difficult, and 
unpredictable he is "a gentleman", and might well agree to put his legal 
house in order in return for a quid pro quo. 


A further consideration, of course, is that if HMG agrees to relinquish 
Jurisdiction in Abu Dhabi, it mst be prepared to do the same eventually in 
Bahrein and Qatar, 


Walmsley said the Arabian Department is fairly clear in its own mind, 
but the issue is of such importance that it will have to be considered by 
ministers and possibly even by the Cabinet, 


For the Ambassador: 


Seah Vi Coe 
Grant V. McClanahan 
First Secretary of Embassy 
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SUBJECT: Political and Economic Situation in Qatar Not ncnseed: Zn Se YP &- va 
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The political and economic situation in Qatar has not 
improved since the Coneulate General's report in February, 
In the absence of the Ruler, Shaikh Ahmad and Shaikh Khalifah 
continued their rivalry for the succession to the Ruler, but 
sat jointly with the Advisor to Carry on necessary Goverrment 
action; in April, however, Shaikh Ahmad left the Government 
to Khalifah and went for a 6-week visit to Zurope. In addition 
to other problems the Aavisor to the Ruler has resigned and 
must be replaced when a decision on the composition and functions 
of the advisorate are reached, A proposal for an Advisory 
Council made up of members of the Ruling Family has also been 
discussed, 
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During a visit to Qatar on May 1-3, 19€0, the reporting officer discussed 
the general political situation in Qatar with the British Politica Agent, 
Mr. John C. MOBERLY, The information supplied by My. Moberly confirmed, with 
a few modifications, the information previously obtained by a Consulate General 
officer in a discussion with Mr. Hazim M, E1-KHALIDI, Advisor to Management 
of Shell Company of Qatar, Ltd. 


| situation in Qatar and it continued to border on chaos as in the past. The fuler, 
| Shaikh Ali bin Abdulla AL-~THANI, went to Beirut in February for medical treat- 
| ment (for diabetes) leaving his son Shaikh Ahmad bin Ali AL-THANI in charges 

| Perhaps to spread the blame for any unpopular actions that might be taken, a 
7 Shailch Ahmad agreed to sit jointly wi W8busin and arch-rival for succession © 
| to the present Ruler, Shaikh Khali tak GQUR2-THANI, and the Advisor, . i 
7 Mro G. M. HANCOCK, in order to carry out ‘day-to-day business of tgovermment -" 
in Qatar, However, Shaikh Ahmad departed Qatar on April 21 for a 6Sweek tyip 


to Hurope; one week to be spent Pie Seb en yjeirut and the otter five 


in Europe, primarily on a shopping exc wife, The probable 
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for his leaving Qatar at this time may have been to avoid unpopularity connected 
with the imminent discharge of one hundred Qatari employees of the Qatar 
Petroleum Company and leave the blame on Shaikh Khalifah. (The workers have 
now been discharged by QPC and Openings are being sought for them in the 
Government service in Doha.) 


The Qatari economic situation was not improving, according to Mr, Moberly, { 
-and the Ruler was taking more than heretofore for himself. In 1959 QPC agreed 
to make supplementary payments to Qatar in order to bring its payments up to a 
current basis instead of being a year behind, as in the past; these payments 
amount to about 5 million pounds sterling each year for three yearse In 1959 
the Ryler only took his usual one-quarter and Mr. Hancock was able to put the 
rest of the payment into shares in London for a reserve. In January, 1960, 
however, the Ruler announced that he was taking the entire 1960 payment for 
himself; Mr. El-Khalidi stated that the Ruler also took all of another payment 
of Z 170,000 from the company in settlement of a 1952 claim and had announced 
that he would take the 1961 QPC supplemental payment, but Mp. Moberly could 
not confirm this. 


In addition to the problems outlined above, the Advisor to the Ruler of 
Qatar, Mr. G. M. Hancock (British subject empbyed by the Ruler) and the Agsistant 
Advisor for Political Affairs, Mr. Ahmad MULLA (Bahraini) had become 
increasingly frustrated because their advice to the Ruler and Shaikhs was not 
heeded, especially with respect to fiscal reform and the extravagance of the 
members of the ruling family. Mr. Hancock submitted his resignation and plans 
to leave on sumer vacation on June 3X3 he expects to return to Qatar at the 
end of September, however, to finish up and leave his position in December, 1960. 
Mr. Mylla also submitted his resignation but has since withdram it; his 
departure would be a great loss and he would be very hard to replace, 


The future of the Advisorate is at present very much undecided, The 
Political Agency would like to see the Advisorate given a more Arab flavor 
but may have to agree to the recmuitment of another Advisor from the United 
Kingdom to replace Mr. Hancock, | 


Shaikh Ahmad madd the original suggestion of an advisory council composed 
of selected members of the ruling family. In his conception the council's 
main purpose would be to investigate the abuses of the ruling family. Shaikh 
Ahmad wants the council to consider only matters referred to it by the Ruler 
and to have no power over the pursee The shaikhs have not been enthusiastic 
about the plan to have a council but, faced with the prospect, have been 
vying among themselves to secure positions as heads of departments, ‘The i 
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proposal for an Advisory Council is still very much in the discussion state, 


according to Mn, Moberly, and it is unlikely that any action will be take 
to implement the proposal in the near future. 


\ Walter K.” Schwinn 
American Consul General 
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On June 8, 9, and 10, 1960 the Political Resident, Persian Gulf, had a 
series of conversations at Aley, Lebanon, with the Ruler of Qatar, Shaikh Ali 
bin Abdulla AL THANI, who was attended by his son, Shaikh Ahmed bin ALi AL THANI, 
concerning reform of governmental practices in Qatar. As a result of the conver= 
sations, agreement was reached on a number of measures to be taken. These have 
been set down in a letter, which has been approved by the Foreign Office, dated 
July 6, 1960 and addressed to the Ruler by the Political Resident. 


| The letter first of all provides for the appointment of an official to 
replace the Adviser, G. M. HANCOCK, who has resigned in frustration after years 
of attempting to control the finances of Qatar, A Sudanese has heen found who 
is willing to bear the burden; he will not be called the Adviser, a term that 

is considered to have invidious implications, but will be known as the Secretary, 
a term in use in Bahrain. 


Among other things, the Ruler has agreed that, for the first time, Qatar 
should have a published budget and that no money may be spent except in accordance 
with the budget. Hitherto, the Adviser has attempted to keep expenditures within 
| limits, but has been unable to do so, The Resident is hopeful that the new 
procedure will constitute an effective restraint on profligate expenditure by 
| the ruling ences which last year managed to get rid of nearly $30,000,000. 
} 
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In addition, the Ruler has agreed to liquidate his own indebtedness to mommercial 
banks in Doha and to encourage his family to do the same. Whether or not his 
good resolutions will be maintained remains to be seen, but at least a beginning 
has been made in establishing fiscal responsibility, 


VVO 


In other fields, the Ruler has agreed that the Commandant of Police shall 
be permitted to act in accordance with the police regulations and-that he wilt> 
not be interfered with in the discharge pes 

© 


‘or Hib” deputy have frequently inter~ 


field to themselves. The new agreement, “rar mpepectens should help to put an aod 
to unreasonable labor disturbances of the fork tnt laVe*been common in the past 
year. In addition, the Ruler has agreed to encourage the drafting and the enact~ 
ment of a labor law in Qatar. As the Department is. aware, (ConGen Despatch No. 17 

| Decenber 19, 1959), the Residency has long and thus’ far unsuccessfully sought 
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| the development of a labor law in Qatar similar to the one put into effect in 


Bahrain three years ago. 


Finally, the letter states that when progress has been made in these fields 
the Resident will be willing to discuss the abolition of extraterritorial rights 
in Qatar and the succession to the position of Ruler. In re the latter, Resident 
told Consul General July 6, 1960 he is contemplating plan under which the ambities 
of both Shaikh Ahmed and Shaikh Kahlifa, his rival for rulership, might be 
satisfied. The- plan inwlves creation of an Advisory Council, of which Khalifa 
would be head, while Ahmed would be deputy to theRuler and would succeed on his 


death. 


The letter indicates that the pressure of the Resident on the Ruler, appli ed 
over some months, has had at least some effect. If its terms were to be carried 
out, the situation in Qatar might be expected gradually to improve. However, 
reform so wide and so deep may be too much to expect from a Ruler so entrenched 
in bad habits and so weak in resolution as Shaikh Ali has shown himself to bee 
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\ SUBJECT: Political Situation in Qatar Shows Signs of Improvement. 


} SUMuARY 


Although there has been nu decisive change in the 
Situation in Yatar, a number of factors indicate a Ny pe 
favorable change in the political climate. The Kay _ th 
strike at the Gatar Pevroleum Company and a spite attack 
on the Ruler by a member of the Ruling ianily seem to 
have engendered a greater appreciation of the dangers of 
the situation in watar by the Kuler and his deputies and 
at least an indication of willingness to do something about 
it. ilo Adviser has yet been selected to replace ir. Hancock, 
| who has retired. The economic situation is dull, but Ruling 
| Family debts and advances have been reduced. According to 
the Acting Adviser and Police authorities, the public security 
Situation is not considered critical at this time. 


G°sAa98L 


i; 


-l/ 


During a visit to Gatar on July 9-1], 1960, the reporting of'ficer discussed 
: the political situation in Qatar with the British Political Agent, lire J. Ce 

: HOBERLY, the Assistant Political Agent, Mr. A. F. WAID, the Acting Adviser to 
the Ruler, Mr. Ponald COCHRANE, the Acting Commandant of Police, ii. J. BRIGGS, 
and others. 


Folitical Develonments 


As reported in ConGen Despatch 326, the Ryler of Gatar, Shaikh Ali ibn ©) 
Abdullah AL THANI, left Qatar in February for medicel treatment and recuperation “- 
following a severe illness (diabetes) * BU VERA Ruler left his son, Shaikh Ahmad > 
bin 11 AL THANL, in charge in hisCatsencesrandoon April 21st Shaikh Ahmad 
left for Beirut and Europe placing his ¢oasin, Shaikh Khalifah bin Hamad AL 
THANI, in charge. The Political Agent was of the opinion that this was a 
calculated move on éAhmad's parte reduce the popularity of his rival Khalifah 
since Ahmad must have know thatQAlQSthr \Pet@oPemm Company was sbout to 
discharge some enployees, and that this would make the person who directed the jeep 
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| Government at the time rather unpopular. in the event, Shaikh Khalifah had a | 
bad time. The rumored dismissals precipitated a strike at QPC (reported 
separately), and the situation deteriorated so far that police hed to be called 
out. In addition, a crime wave hit Doha and greatly complicated Khalifah's 
lifes 


Shaikh Ahmad returned to Doha in June and Shaikh Khalifah departed on 
leave to Europe and the United States shortly thereafter (Contel 28), At 
present there is a lull in political activity in Catar since most of the 
Ruling Family are in Europe or the liediterranean area for the summer. 


(PC officials prompted him to make a strong approach to the Ruler in Aley, 
Lebanon, in early June, as reported in ConGen Despatch 10, 


On Hay 29, 1960, another unfortunate incident arising out of the unsettled 
situation in Yatar occurred in Aley, Lebanon, this time involving the Ruler 
himself. The Ruler's cousin, Nasir bin Muhammad AL THANI, was alleged to have 
fired several shots into the Ruler's car which was parked in front of the Ruler's 
palace in Aley. The Ruler was not in the car and no one wag injured. Nasir 
was apprehended by the Beirut police but later released to the Gatar Police. 
féfter a few days! detention, he was released without charges. 


According to the Acting Commandant of Police, Mr. J. Briggs, the shots 
fired at the Ruler's car were a result of Nasir's spite and disappointment. 
Ho one to whom the reporting officer talked considered that Nasir really in- 
tended to kill the Ryler. According to Briggs, the "most authoritative tymor'! 
as to the cause of the attack is as follows: 


Nasir asked the Ruler for 200 , 000 rupeesj precisely what reason he gave 
for needing the money is not known, but presumably he felt that he was entitled 
to ite The Ruler later sent Nasir only 100,000 rupees in a suitcase by a | 
Pahraini messenger. ‘The Ruler's denial of Nasir's full request so angered 
Nasir that he struck the messenger in the face with the suitcase and later, 
apparently, took a few shots at the Ruler's car. Nasir denied having done 
the shooting, but the gun from thich the shots were fired was found under his 
bed, 


Since the shooting incident, Shaikh 41i has travelled to Geneva and Vienna 
and is believed to be back in Beirut at present. According to the Political 
Agent, he is not expected back in Qatar until September. 


The Political Climate 
en 


. 


At the present time there seems to be a slight change for the better in 
the political climate in Qatar. There is a feeling among the British Political 
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Agent, Acting Adviser to the Ruler, Acting Commandant of Police and others that 
the Ruler, Ahmad and Khalifah are now willing to take more effective steps in 
the future to curb Ruling Family extravagance and prevent striking (PC workers 
from running wild. The British officials also seem to feel for the first time 
that there is a chance that Ahmad and Khalifah can wrk together in the future, 
even though each would undoubtedly prefer to be Ruler by himself. No one in 
authority really believes that the Ruler or Ahmad or Khalif‘ah will take 
stringent action against spending by the Ruling Family, but it is considered 
possible that they might be willing to let the new Adviser take some action in 
this direction and put the onus on his shoulders. 


One occurrence vhich drew some coment in Doha was the marked difference 
between the reception Shaikh Ahmad received in Doha when he returned from his 
trip and the send-otf which was given to Shaikh Khalifah a few days later. Both 
“Were Well-attended and proper, but Ahmad's reception showed a popular enthusiasm 
thet wes missing from Khalifah's sendoff, Upon Khalifah's departure he drew 
Ahmad aside for a last confidential and apparently friendly chat before leaving, 
The public picture of cooperation made some at least believe that this cooperation 
could be a fact in the future. 


According to the Political Agent, there is no question but that the Ruler 
favors the succession of his son Ahmad to Rulership; nevertheless, the Ruler 
is not believed to be contemplating an early decision on this subject. The 
general feeling that the situation is more nearly under control than formerly 
is also based partially on firmer action by Shaikh Ahmad since his return, 
He has given out strict jail sentences to disturbing elements and he has acted 
to deport others. The shooting incident involving the Ruler (related above) 
together with the Mey ®PC strike may thus have salutary results in demostreating 
the necessity for keeping the law strict and restive elements under control. 


The Adviserate 


Mr. G. M. HANCOCK, Adviser to the Ruler of Qatar, left Qatar as planned. 
Mr. Ronald Cochrane, Commandant of Police, has taken the position of Acting 
Adviser, pending the appointment of a new Adviser, According to the Political 
Agent, a replacement for Mr. Hancock is now being sought in London; it is 
likely that the new adviser will be a British subject either found or approved 
by the Foreign Office, although the Political Agent did not explicitly say so. 
The statement by the Political Resident reported in ConGen Despatch 10, that the 
new Adviser will be a Sudanese, is believed to be in error. According to 
Mr. Cochrane, it is unlikely that Mr. Hancock will return to Qatar, 


Public Security 


The sigable arms caches which are known to be held in Qatar by many 
| members of the Ruling Family still constitute a potential hazard in the 
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event of any political upheaval, However, in the view of the Acting Adviser, 

a man of long experience in the area who mentioned his talks with Consul 

Parker T. Hart in earlier years, these arms supplies should not be taken too 
seriously. In Arab (and especially Watari) society Mr. Cochrane considers them 
something like a "Status Symbol", i.e. a Prince's status goes up with the number 
and variety of weepons in his private armory. Mr. Cochrane felt that the 
question of the use of these weapons in anger was only an outside possibility. 
However, even if these weapons should be used, each one requires a good man 

to use it, and on this score whichever side had the Qatar Police (Security) 
Force on its side would almost undoubtedly win the day. (ConGen Despatch 228). 


In ConGen Lespatch 226 it was mentioned that Shaikh Khalifah was attemoting 
to obtain control of the Watar Police Force. Strong rumors to this effect 
were circulating in Doha, some going so far as to give the date of June 1, 1960, 
for the take-over. This kind of rumor Seems to have been current in Doha for 
several years without any foundation as far as can be determined. Shaikh Ahmad 
must know that his ultimate support rests with the Police Force, and he appears 
to have better judgment than to dispose of his ultimate support to his principal 
rival e 


The more optimistic view of the Security situation in wWatar was expressed 
along the following lines to the reporting ofticer by the Acting Commandant of 
Police: "In spite of expectations that matters have been geing from bad to 
worse over the last several years in Qatar, the fact is that we are still here, 
that there has been no serious outbreak, and that, in fact, our situation is 
somewhat improved over last year," 


The Economic Situation 
ee EA TL ON 


At this time of year, economic life in Qatar is at a low ebb. The members 
of the Ruling Family, who do most of tho Spending, are out of the country and 
at this particular time the Qatar Petroleun Company is making every effort to 
cut its expenses too. In spite of this situation, however, the members of the 
Ruling Family are not so far in debt as they were a few months ago and advances 
to them have been restricted to periods of less than four months, according to 
Bank Managers in Doha, 


An efflux of currency is likely, however, in view of the spending abroad 
of so many members of the Ruling Family; a few months hence may well see greater 
debts arising from spending abroad, 

Four development projects (reported separately) are underway as follows: 


a) Combined 30,000 KW natural gas turbine electric generating 
Plant and 500,000 gallon per day distillation plant; 


| b) Gas pipeline from Dukhan to Doha; 
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| c) New Airport Runway; _ 


d) Improvements to Doha Harbor. 


Advisory Council 


According to the Political Agent, Shaikh Ahmad's suggestion of an Advisory 
Council (ConGen Despatch 326) is still in the discussion stage and no further 
action has been taken to implement it. Instead, the arrangement mentioned by 
the Political Resident to the Consul General earlier this month (ConGen Despatch 
10) is preferred by both the Political Resident and Political Agent at Doha; 
this arrengement envisaged the creation of an Advisory Council, of which 
Khalifah wuld be head, while Ahmad would be deputy to the Ruler ami wuld 
succeed on his deathe The British plan presumably would give much greater 
power to the Advisory Council than Ahmad had planned; Ahmad's original plan 


had been more in the nature of a family council and did not extend to any 
control over state finances, 


| COMMENT : 


At this time of year, the political and economic situation in Qatar can 
be expected to remain somewhat dull in view of the general torpor and absence 
of many influential persons. There is undoubtedly more optimism at the higher 
levels of British officialdom concerned with Watar that the situation will im- 
prove, ‘and this seems to be justified by the trend of events, Nevertheless, 
the improvement is almost entirely psychological at the present time, and many 


difficult problens will have to be resolved before any genuine stability can 
be said to existe 


——“‘lter K. Schwinn 
American Consul General 
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5) Acting Commandant Qatar police planning leave October 18 
for month; no unusual security precautions noted. 


Comment: Uneasy calm continues. 
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aap 8) 
on Abdulla Darwish, wealthy ex-Qatari merchant and contractor 8) 
ae in close touch with Qatari affaizs has informed CONCEN of mn 
ARMY following developments: ) 
NAYY ; ; O 
ie 1. Qatari ruling family has been having series meetings to ~N 
a decide upon succession problem since return ruler in September, — 
5 © 
ade 2. Early October decision tentatively reached that Shaikh Ali, ! 
present ruler would abdicate in favor of his som Ahmd and NM 
that Khalifah Bin Hamad would be named Crown Prince. Generally 6) 
understood that Ali would unofficially retain leading influence oO 


in Qatari affairs. 
3. Ahmad accepted proposal; Khalifah at first did not. Tl 


4. October 17 after severe pressure by ruling family, Khalifab 
tentatively agreed but asked for week's delay. Khalifah Was 
warned that if he did not accept, Ahmad would be named cuter QO 
anyway and Khalifah's name would not be mentioned in formil _ 
family decision, In addition, Khalifah was threatened with > 
permanent house arrest until Khalifah mde binding under sta nbuhe 


not to attempt to disturb regime. o 


5. During week's delay Khalifah proposed bring his brothers, c2 
Beni Hamad to Shaikh Ali to zemove any misunderstanding betwee 


them : : 
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6. Abdulla Darwish stated HMG had approved this arrange~ 
ment and that emissary Abdul Rahman Ibn Darwish saw King 
Saud on October 19 to inform him of arrangement and to 
gain his concurrence. Abdullah Darwish indicated King 
Saud likely approve any arrangement satisfactory to Ali. 


7. If all goes well formal meeting of family will be 
held on October 24 to confirm tentative arrangement out- 
lined above. 


Comment: Information supplied by Abdulla Darwish appears 
reasonable and in line with general understanding CONGEN 
has of situation in Qatari. Darwish in daily communication 
with personal radio net and saw Abdul Rahman on October 19 
prior to latter's visit to Riyadh. Information believed 
reliable. 
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During Di convensation with the reporting officer on March 


3 Q 
SURIECTS: Comments on Qatar situation by Foreign Office Official _. 
, tee. 7A a 
Mr. Robert Walmsley, Assistant Head of the Foreign Office Arabian pe pe 
Department, briefly commented on the depressing situation in the o 
Persian Gulf state of Qatar. \ Bae 
Walmsley said that, surprising as it might seem, considering 3-37- GO 
their large revenues and the small size of their country, the Qataris 
are in bad shape financially. The basic trouble is the irresponsible 
attitude of the Ruling Family (reference Despatch). They seem to care 
for no one but themselves, The Ruler himself, Shaikh Ali,is avoiding 
decisions by spending his time in Lebanon. He has had a doctor certify 
that he is suffering from diabetes, and he uses these medical grounds as an 
excuse for absenting himself from Qatar, leaving his son Ahmad in charges 


In general the Ruler just doesn't wish to take decisions, His 
tactics are to leave difficult questions to one or the other of the two: 


claimants to the throne, and they "take a decision" by grabbing as mich 
j money as possible, completely without regard to the views of Mr, Hancock, 


the British Adviser to the Government of Qatar, 


Q i 
ee The Political Resident recently wrote a rather strong letter to the 
Ruler telling him that if he did not put his house in order, it would 

S endanger not only Qatar but the future of the Ruling Family as well. 
© Walmsley remarked that such a message might well have been resented in 
B more advanced states, but in Qatar it apparently did not have any bad 


effects, 
For the Ambassador: 


Grant V. MS 


) tf ; 
troyed in RYU/R . 


Po Copies to: Grant V. McClanghani [ 
m Dhahran & Jidda First Secretary of;Raih. t 
& uu q ara iy a 
o 8 BU Gvms i : , 
POL/N/GVMcClanshentpm \ 
REPORTER ‘ 
ACTION ACTION 


“TAKEN 
| DATE OF 


ACTION 


ASSIGNED TO. 
NAME OF OFFICER 


& OFFICE SYMBOL 


5 ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF S 3 oH 
‘ The action office must return this permanent record copy to RM/R files with nent orsement Gin taken. | = : 
: : ae © 


wt * : 


__ DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 


By {4 NARA Date//d7 AY 


DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE 

Hof. oo | i!-a3 60 
fov 23 1960 

\ D 


OTbLd, 


Slum 


_Vie Air prtority 
PRIORITY (Security Classification) TA 


FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH 


AN Bin oy 


Ube Maun Gy 


EROM. 43 Amcongen DHAHRAN 1 , 
TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. November 2 1960 nue, 2 
ConGen eepatches hy July 6, 19593 299 April 23271960 oad OY : 
e 


101, October 13, 


|’ DEPT. , 

Is Raglh et INET E-7 /eA-l|| Eva-S 25/e 
po ouien th 

7 Kuvart / 


-/0.€ Q UslA-10 /WT-F TAR- LY ff. : 


REF 


As. 
‘or Dept. 


Use Only 


a aes 

Ries i. 
Bao. er 
NOG 


oY] 
in Qatar, Trucial States; Trucial States 


SUBJECT: Developments of Interest 
Development Budget, 1960/61; Khor al Udaid; Population ay Vee oe 
OSD-S~ ARMYY CB-2 XUb f héR- 


| Se A a 6 WSA-L 


Except for the abdication of Shaikh Ali md the 


accession of his son Ahmad as Ruler, Qatar continues as 

usual with a few large public projects underway. In the 

Trucial States, Dubai continues to grow and develop 

While Sharjah is declining and Abu Dhabi is a potential 

growth center. British forces in the area are being 

increased slightly and British finiancial support to 

the Trucial States continues, Khor \al Udaid remains quiet. 
V 
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On October 211, 1960, Shaikh Ali bin Abdullah al THANI 
abdicated as Ruler of Qatar. He was succeeded by his son, Ss 
Shaikh Ahmad, and the former ruler's nephew, Shaikh Khalifah 7 
bin Hamad al THANI was designated Crown Prince. (ConGen Despatch’ 
116, November 1, 1960), 
C3 a 
Mn 


On November 3 to 10 Shaikh Ali visited Saudi Arabia been tn 
& Saud at Riyadh and spent a few days in oe 


he called on Kin 
in al Hasa Oasis, Shaikh Ali asked the reporting officer 
convey, his congratulations to the US President-elect, Mr. Kehnedy. © 


Work on two development projects, combined electric 
generating and distillation plant and gas pipeline from Dukhan +. 
to Doha, continues. Proposed projects to provide a new airport >; 
runway and improvements to Doha harbor have been dropped at least 
temporarily. (ConGen Despateh 20, July 20, 1969). 


TRUCIAL STATES js 
The Port of Dubai) pontinues to thrive and grow on the. 
ems” to’ be: ravi ving vigorously./ | Gola 


smuggling trade which seems 
We: B 
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smuggling is a lucrative business with many shipments being 


_ 


flown in for trans-shipment via Dubai. Dubai Creek is being 
dredged to allow 7-foot draft vessels to cross the bar at all 
times. A new airport (2,000 yard dirt runway) was opened on 
October 2, 1960. A new telephone service has been installed and 
new electrical supply and water supply facilities are being 
completed. A bridge across Dubai Creek is planned and a new 
apartment building is under construction. The customs jetty is 
being extended and procedures streamlined, A Municipal Council 
was established in 1957 and the Ruler has assisted the Council 
to begin an ambitious program of Town Planning; a land registration 
scheme, based on the system used in the Sudan, 1s in operation, 


The town of ies tar 1s declining (mpulation decreased 50 
per cent in ten years) and local merchants are threatening to 
move to Dubai unless the Ruler eentracts to dredge Dubai 

Creek very shortly, according to the rae Ne of the Eastern 
Benk of Sharjah, Before July, 1960, the Ruler of Dubai allowed 
imports for Sharjah to enter Dubai with only 2 per cent duty; 
to this was added 2 per cent Shar jah duty. Some Dubai merchants 
complained, however, that the merchandise destined for Shar jah 
was being sold in Dubai to the disadvantage of Dubai merchants, 
As a result the Ruler now collects the full 4.65 per cent duty 
on all imports via Dubai and the Sharjah merchants are finding 
this too expensive. At present Sharjah has no good harbor or 
water supply. The only asset is the Air Field which is being 
expanded for RAF use (8,000 ft. macadam runway) but will no 
Imgerbe used for commercial services since these are expected to 
change to the new Dubai airport shortly. British Petroleum 
has recently moved its offices from Dubai, however, to take ad- 
vantage of the lower duty (2 per cent) payable in Sharjah, an 
underwater pipeline off loading facility and storage facilities 
recently established, and the accessibility of both the Shar ja¥ 
and Dubai airfields by tank truck, 


Prosperity has not yet struck Abu Dhabi (town), but the 
discovery of o11 at the Murban field presages accelerated 
growth in the future (ConGen G-ll to Dept; rptd info London G-7, 
Jidda G-19, Kuwait G-1; May 1}, 1960). The authorities at Dubai 
hope that the Ruler of Abu Dhabi will concentrate on improving 
the road to Dubai rather than building a competing port at Abu 
Dhabi, The British Bank of the Middle East seems to be convinced 
of the aburidant future for Abu Thabi; it has erected a large 
structure which should be able to take care of requirements of 
the area for some years to come, A new 14,000 gallon per day 
water distillation unit will be installed in the near future, 


The Agricultural Experimental Farm at Ras al Khaimah 
continues to operate under the direction of Mr. Robin HUNTINGTON, 
However, Mr. and Mrs. Huntington plan to leave in the spring of 
1961 and the British are searching for someone else to take the | 
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| position. Mr. Huntington has been concentrating on the problem of 
getting crops to market in the Persian Gulf area, but the task has 
been difficult, even within the Trucial States themselves, Largely 
as a result of Mr. Huntington's efforts, there are now about 1000 
irrigation pumps in Ras al Khaimah alone, In 1955 there were only 
50 in all the Trucial States. 


The British Government allocates a small sum each year for 
the development of the Trucial States. The Trucial States Development 
Budget is discussed and approved annually by the Trucial Council 
(ConGen Despatch 5, July 7, 1960). The budget for 1960/61 is as 

Lb 


follows: 
1. Agriculture 29,731 
2. Education 
ae Agricultural school 5,860 
b. Trade School 2h, 836 
ce Adult Education 3,650 
d. Teachers Training 3,000 
3. Legal 800 
hk. Local Government 1,600 
5. Public Health 25,385 
6. Public Works 5,050 
7. Sharjah Creek 10,000 
8. Trucial Council 10,000 
9. Water Survey and Soil 
Conservation 12,907 - 


B 132,819. 


British forces are being increased slightly in the area, 
British frigates continue to patrol the lower Persian Gulf, espec- 
ilally on the routes of dhows which may be carrying land mines and 
other arms destined for the Omani rebels. Usual routes are from Doha, 
Qatar, or points further up the Gulf to Dubai. Captains report 
occasional discovery of arms, and almost invariable discovery of large 
amounts of United States Olive::Drab World War II uniforms with the 
torch insignia adi rank ribbons on sleeves, 


The RAF is also stationing a squadron of Hawker Hunters at 
Shar jah Air Field and improving the air strip; additional rental is 
being paid to the Ruler. It is understood that the RAF strengith 
at Massawa is also being increased, 


The British Political Agency, Dubai, continues to manumit 
slaves, about 0 per year prior to 1960. This year, however, only 17 
were manumitted in the first nine months, 


QATAR -ABU_DHABI 


The British Political Officer, Abu Dhabi, confirmed that 
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the situation in Khor al Udaid remained quiet. Qatar Police have 
stated their Police post at the Khor has 15 men. The Political 
Officer stated numbers on the Abu Dhabi side were between 15 

and 4.0, but would not give details, A QPC official said Abu 
Dhabi had only 15 men there, 


There were no further developments on the question of the 
status of the Islands of Halul and Las Hat. The Acting Political 
Agent, Doha, indicated that these problems had been referred to 
the Foreign Office and that the Legal Adviser had been asked 
to give his guidance on the case, 


POPULATION 


According to British Political Authorities in the area, 
estimated population figures are as follows: watars O,000; 
Doha (Capital) 25,000; Trucial States: 80-100,000; Dubai (town): 
40,000; Shar jsh (town) under 10,000; Abu Dhabi (town): 5,000 
(winter} 1,000 (summer). 


Walter M. McClelland 
American Consul 
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SUBJECT: Recent Developments in Qatar. oy wy, » sf -Z 


| 
oT corclon= | Hewes 1 | 
On January 3, 1961, the reporting officer discussed briefly the political 


and economic situation in Gatar with officers of the British bolitical Residency 
in Bahrain. During these conversations the following points developed: 


a1 


1) Affairs of state seem to be proceeding regulecly and Shaikh 
Ahmad bin ali al THANTI, the Ruler, seems to be able to work with nis 
cousin, Crown Prince Khalifah bin Hamad al THAUL who is now Minister of 
Finance. Some work is being done to improve the government's financial 
position, as indicated below, 


2) idx. Ronald COUCH, who had been Acting Advisbr to the Ruler since 
the departure of the former Adviser, lir. G. li. M:COCK, several months ago, 
has returned to his position as Commandant of Gatar Police with hic. Jack 


BRICGS as Deputy Commandant, oi 


L9Zl-1/00° 3982 


Lf 


3) No British replacement for lir. Hencock is envisaged at this time, teat 
lin. Ahmad MULTA, a Bahvaini who has worked with the Advisorate, has been given, 
most of the responsibilities of the former Aiiviser with the title of LireOtor = 
of Administration and Finance, ite. LOND, @ Britisher, works under Mulla aS ae 
| : Director of Personnel. In the near future the Residency emects a reque Ss 

from the Qatar Government for an expert to assist in improving administrative’ 


practices, = 


ee er rennet tte teen nnetiee i: Ped nlee le cS 


4) Residency officers were not familiar with the rumor that Ahmad might 
be planning to stay on as Ruler only a short time until he had built up his 
personal fortune and then resign in favor of his cousin. ‘the officers did 
not exclude this possibility but they certainly could not confirm it, 


5) Financial reforms are progeeding slowly. ‘the Ruler still receives 
one-quarter of the country! stamedme! With three-quarters alloted to the 
Government which inoludes "the civil’ list", that is allowances to the Ruling 
family. One economic measure is that the "civil list" will be mad@ to live 
on their allowances and not receive further monies from other. Govénment_funds 


as has happened in the past Jy Another Besposel is that thé Presenf allgtunce . 
eds 


rs ; a 
: of four thousand rupees per month’ to’edeh lperson on the ‘civil 1@$" fotveach €“D 
: new child should be reduced, ‘s ioe 
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this has been used by membeis of the tinling Mimily to finance "health trips" 
tc firope for the "ill" Shaikh and his entourase. 


) The Qatar Government Health Budget will elso be reduced, In the Past, 


7) Ho notable progress has heen made on the issusnce of a labor Lavo 
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TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. 


BER > is Ameongen Despatches 116 dated Nowember 1, 19 
January 12, aE Le 


Gater Goveranent to el lo Purchases eae Sources Other 


SUBJECT: jig: azine Article Claims 


“han United Yingdom and Arab. States and British Advisors Being Replaced with Arabs; N 
vater Representatives at Arab League Culturul Congress. cw 
76 Y / Ye ® . 
The Jannary 25, 1961, edition of ee Satah, published in Cairo, contsings e i 
wn article on Qatar e@fitled, 'Vhe Heir ipparent of Gatar Replaces the British OT 
with Arab Advisers," stating (@) 
EE 
1) #11 Setar government purchases will be msde "from the Arab countries, me 
after they all nave been made prom Magland 4"! ho: 
WE 
2) The British Adviser has been dismissed and his position taken by we 
Ahmad @1-MULLA who will huve the title of Head of the Minance Department; 0) ee 
3) Arab advisors on economic and financial matbers nay be brought to a 
Qatar to replace British advisors; and a 
i 
5 it 
4) Qatar has sent its firgt delezetion to the Arab League CulturaPs | 
CONnLTESS. Pea : 
£ translation of the article is mclosad. Od = 7 
Lagped ry | 
\o Co | 
er a : 
COMMENT 3 A ‘@) i 
— et — 
2 4 


As reported in ConGen Despatches 116 (Hovember 1, 1960) and 1767Csnuary > 
12, 1961) hone G. i. HANCOCK, former Adviser to the Rates, resigned his position 


.in 1960 and was not replaced; instead, Anaad liulla, « Bshraini employee of the. 4 
Adviserute was elevated to the position of rivector of Administration and Fin- A 
ances at a4 | 


: The Article refers to Shaikh KHALILAH es "Head of Gog Pnme nt.' ‘To the i 
/ best of the Consulate General's knowledge, Khalifuh ig flemeteadde.s Mini ster ‘| 
: of Pinance but probably hus passed the title down to Mul ayend assumed a higher Fi 
i title, as he has previously done. : i 
t The Consulate Generdl has had no confirmution ” BR! ogee NF + a he 
: purchasing policy as outlined in the article; hove the p 

3 has txaditionally looked to Britain for machinery, eouipment a 

E | - not available in the Arub world. nen ort 
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The article implies that the new Gatar Government of Shailch Anmad and 
“Shaikh Khelifah is at least making decisions in an attempt to imorove the 
government organization and finances as well as the international standing 
of Gatar, The admission of Gatar to the Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries in January, 1961, is 2lso a case in point. ‘this new activity is a 
definite change since the Kulership of Shaikh ali ibn Abdullah el 'PHANT who 
abdicated in October, 1960. 
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Translation of Article from Akhir Sa'ah (Cairo), January 25, 1961. 


The Heir Apparent of Gatar Replaces the British with Arab Advisers. 


Amir Khalifah ibn Hamad al-THANI, the Heir Apparent of Qatar 
and Head of its Government, has issued an order to change the name 
_of the British Adviser's Residence to Government House after 
dispensing with the British Adviser, Hancock, and appointing Ahmad 
al-Mulla: as head of the Finance Department. And the Heir Apparent 
has issued an order to establish an office for government purchases 
headed by Nasir 'UBAIDAN, one of the great patriots, on the under- 
standing that al1 Qatar purchases be made from the Arab countries, 
after they all have been made from England. 

For the first time, Amir Khalifah sent a dele 
of Sayyid Mustafa al-DABPAGH, the. Director of Education, Kamal WAJI, 
the Director of ( Educational} Missions, and liuhammad 'Abd al-HADI, 
to participate in representing Qatar at the Arab League Cultural 
Congress. The heir apparent is studying bringing in Arab Advisers 
on economic and financial matters in order to strengthen the 
governmental departments and to replace the British. 
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DATE MAR..0 
REF : 


ConGen lespatches 332, itay 20, 1960; 147, Hovember 23, 1960. 


SUBJECT: British Gifts to Rulers of Uma al Guwain ond Ajmar(/ PSO-§ 
mI 
eu) 
F ; : 2 vy : i if 
There is enclosed e copy ot an article in the Nebruary 20, 1961, isme a 
of tne Guli Daily Times, a bahrain public:tion, concerning the presentation 7 
of 4a British gift of two saluting guns to rucial Stutes kulers of Ajman and nh 
Umn al “uwain by Sir George HIDULELCH, Political Resident, versien Gulf. me 
At enother ceremony, three Arab members cf the Trucial Oman Scouts were ~ 
Given comiissions. ND 
+ 
P 5 ae . tae eee ! 
Thee is ula enclosed one copy oi the ‘times article with photogruphs, 
one showing the Ruler of Ajman, Shaikn Reshid bin Hlumeid @Ql-HA'IMI, and the \) 
Ruler of Umm al quwain, Shaikh Ahmed bin gnshid B1-MUY ALLA. 2 
ommands 
aS 
oe, 
oe 
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Hinclosure: 


1. Article from Gulf Daily limes ie 4 
dated Petmary 20, 1961, VY FE 
2. Copy of article from Gulf Daily Times UCN GeCcEne & RF OC 
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Copy of article from Gulf Dail Times, : 
dated February 20, 1961. 


BRITISH GIF’S FOR TWO TRUCIAL STATE RULERS 


Sir George Middleton, the Political Resident, presented two 
saluting guns to the Trucial States Rulers of Ajman and Um-al-Qwain, 


at a ceremony held at the headquarters of the lrucial Oman Scouts 
at Sharj ah ry 


The Rulers thanked Sir George for the gift and assured him 
that the guns will be used only for peaceful purpo ses, such as 
saluting ceremonies. They added they will first use the guns 


announcing the holy month of Ramadan and again on the occasion 
of Idd. 


The presentation ceremony was attended among others by the 
Trucial States Political Agent ir. D. F, HAWLEY, and members of the 
ruling family of the two shaikhdoms, 


LXKKK 


Sir George also presented commissions to three members 
of the Trucial Oman Scouts. They were: Rais Saaid bin MIHSIW, 
Malazims Waisal bin SULTAN and liohammed bin SALTH. 


The ceremony, which was held at ianamay Ajman, was 
attended by the Rulers of Ajman, Um-al-‘iwain and Ras-al-Khaima, 


The Political Resident, was accompanied by lir. Hawley 
and Col. 5. L. A. CARTER, Commanding Officer of the ‘lirucial 
Oman Scouts, 


Sir George took the salute at a passing out parade of the 
recruits. 
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Sir George Middleton, the Poli- Yvuling family of the two shai 
tical Resident, presented two sal- doms. 
uting guns to the Trucial States XXX 
Rulers of Ajman and Um-al- Sir George also presented com- 


Qwain, at a coLibe th held at the missions to three members of th: 
headquarters of the Trucial Oman Trucial Oman Scouts. They were: 
Scouts at Sharjah. Rais Saaid bin Mihsin. Malazims 
The Rulers thanked Sir George Faisal bin Sultan and Mohammed 
for the gift and assured him that bin Saleh. 
the guns will be used only for The ceremony, which was held 
peaceful purposes, such as salut- at Manama, Ajman, was attended 
ing ceremonies, They added they by the Rulers of Ajman, Um-al- 
will first use the guns announcing Qwain and Ras-al-Khaima. 
the holy month of Ramadan and The Political Resident, was ac- 
again on the occasion of I’dd. companied by Mr. Hawley and 
The presentation ceremony was Col. S. L. A. Carter, Commanding 
attended, among others. by the Officer of the Trucial Oman Scouts 
Trucial States Political Agent Mr. Sir George took the salute at a 
D. F. Hawley, and members of the passing out parade cf the recruits 
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Visit to Dubai and Abu Dhabi, Trucial States, and Doha, Qatar. 


SUBJECT: 


On May 3-9 the Acting Principal Officer visited Dubai, Adu Dhabi and | 
Doha on a routine visit of the Consular District. An itinerary of the trip 
is enclosed, 


The trip was extremely useful in bringing the Consulate General up to 
date on various developments in the area. I was cordially received by the 
British Political Agents at the places visited and given a briefing on ~ 
general developments there. A stopover in Bahrain on the last day of the Ge 
trip enabled me to obtain information to answer specific inquiries from the 
Department. In view of the absence of the Consul General from the post the 
visit was a short one. In Abu Dhabi it was possible for me to call on Shaikh 
Shakhbut and to discuss the development of Abu Dhabi with the Ruler's new 
adviser, lfr, Peter Lienhardt. Photographs of Abu Dhabi were submitted to 
ICD/Graphics, Set 


In Doha, Qatar, I called on the Ruler, Shaikh Ahmad ibn Ali al-Thani, 
and was invited to dinner along with Sir John Wyatt, Judge of H.M. Chief 
Court in the Persian Gulf, who was visiting the area, 


A number of despatches and reports are being prepared and will be for- 
warded to the Department with reference to this despatch, 
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ITINERARY FOR TRIP TO DUBAI, ABU DHABI ANDDOHA, MAY 3-9, 1961 


May 3: 


Departed Dhahran. 
Arrived Sharjah, Trucial States, Stayed with British 
Political Agent, Dubai. 


May 4: 


Departed Dubai by land rover. 
Arrived Abu Dhabi; called on Shaikh Shakhbut. 


May 5: 


Departed Abu Dhabi; arrived Doha by air. 
Visited Political Agency. 


May 6: 


Called on Shaikh Ahmad, 
Dinner with Shaikh Ahmad, 


May 8: 


Departed Deha; arrived Bahrain _ 
British Political Residency and Agency 


May 9: 


Returned Dhahran. 
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